Introduced by Council Member Bowman & Co-sponsored by Council 

Members Morgan, Carter, Hazouri & Boyer:
RESOLUTION 2015-789
A RESOLUTION EXPRESSING THE CITY COUNCIL’S CONDOLENCES TO THE FAMILY AND FRIENDS OF THE MARINERS LOST IN THE SINKING OF THE EL FARO CONTAINER SHIP; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Jacksonville has, from the time of the arrival of the first European settlers in the 1500s, been an important maritime city with ships utilizing the St. Johns River as a port from which to transport passengers and goods to and from the New World; and


WHEREAS, Jacksonville has a long and proud tradition as a seaport and recognizes the importance of mariners to the local, state and national economies; and


WHEREAS, the merchant marine profession is, unfortunately, a dangerous one given the raw power and the unpredictability of the sea and the weather; and 


WHEREAS, a terrible reminder of that ever-present danger to the men and women who sail our merchant marine fleet was visited upon Jacksonville recently with the tragic loss of the container ship El Faro and its crew of 33 during a voyage from Jacksonville to Puerto Rico; and


WHEREAS, the City Council wishes to acknowledge this tragic loss and to comfort the family and friends of the missing sailors; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby expresses its sincere condolences to the family and friends of the lost crew of the El Faro and extends its wishes for comfort, hope and healing in this time of sadness. The bravery and sacrifice of the mariners of the El Faro will be long and gratefully remembered. 

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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